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C erro Gordo-Norabel J. Baker, 83, of Cerro Gordo, passed away Friday, January
17, 2014 in St. Mary’s Hospital with her family by her side.

Norabel was born October 16, 1930 in Maroa, Illinois, the daughter of Alva E. and
Eunice M. (Wentworth) Gardner. She was previously employed as the Head
Librarian of the Hope Welty Township Library from 1971-1994. She was a member of
the Cerro Gordo United Methodist Church and the United Methodist Women. She
sang in the church choir and served as church treasurer during the 1960’s and 1970’s.
She was also a member of the Family Motor Coach Association and Good Sam’s
Prairielanders Camping Club. Norabel was an avid cat lover and enjoyed reading,
camping, traveling, gardening, baking, and playing games. Along with her husband
Bill she was always eager to lend a hand to help others. Her most treasured moments
were times spent with her family. She married Billy E. “Bill” Baker January 14, 1951.
They shared over sixty-three years of marriage together.

Norabel leaves behind her beloved husband Bill, sons Martin Dean (Emily) Baker of
Greenfield, Indiana, Mark Allen (Benita) Baker Monticello and Michael Eugene
(Connie) Baker of Macon, grandchildren Amy Allen, Melissa Baker (Tom Nichols),
Brett (Kaley) Baker, Bart (Christina) Baker, Lindsey (Jason) Mayer, and Jacob Baker,
great-grandchildren Nora, Kasen, Penelope, and Edith, and sister-in-law Mary
Gardner of Forsyth.

Norabel was reunited in Heaven with her parents and brothers Herman Gardner and
G. Wesley Gardner.

The family would like to extend a special thank you to Dr. Richard Fritz and his
entire staff for their excellent care throughout the years.

Services to celebrate Norabel’s life will be 11 a.m. Tuesday, January 21, 2014 in the
Cerro Gordo United Methodist Church, 104 W. Carter. Visitation will be from 9:30-11
a.m. Tuesday at the church. Burial will be in Cerro Gordo Cemetery. Memorials may
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be directed to Hope Welty Public Library, 100 S. Madison St. Cerro Gordo, IL 61818

or the Cancer Care Specialists of Central Illinois, 210 W. McKinley Ave. Decatur, IL
62526.

The family of Norabel J. Baker is being served by the Graceland/Fairlawn Funeral
Home, 2091 N. Oakland Ave. Decatur, IL. Please view the online obituary, send
condolences, and share memories at www.gracelandfairlawn.com.
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The Miller Family posted:

Sent a gift in memory of Norabel J. Baker

January 21 at 11:177 AM

Bonnie Huston posted:

Bill, Marty, Mark, and Michael,So sorry to learn of Norabel's passing. She was still the vibrant,
beautiful woman that she's always been when | hugged her at Judy's funeral just a few short months
ago. | will never forget how wonderful you were to mom(Dorothy Blazer) during her last years here on
earth. | pray that God will give you comfort and peace knowing that Norabel is enjoying a "Gardner"
reunion with other loved ones in her heavenly home. May God bless you and keep you in His tender
care.Cousin,Bonnie

January 20 at 5:19 AM

Juli Hamilton posted:

Lit a candle in memory of Norabel J. Baker

January 20 at 4:01 AM
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Memories only last if you share them

Join us in honoring Norabel by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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